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Joint protection of bats in cross border regions of Romania and Ukraine by 

raising environmental awareness in local communities 
 

Satu Mare, 20 June, 2025 
 
 
The protection of bats has become one of today's most urgent environmental focuses, given 
that the extinction of these species irreversibly disrupts the ecological balance. While all bat 
species require global attention, European species are particularly vulnerable due to their 
specific life rhythms (winter hibernation, sensitive periods in a maternity colony) and also 
caused by human activities (globalization, construction). These activities not only eliminate 
the bat habitats (due to deforestation, construction) but also directly threaten the animals by 
destroying colonies nesting in buildings or urban parks. 
To address this issue, a collaborative cross-border strategy is needed, as bats migrate and 
settle in various locations without recognizing boundaries. This environmental project aims to 
solve and sustainably maintain these crucial environmental aspects across Ukrainian and 
Romanian borders. Building on a 5-year history of cross-border cooperation, the project draws 
inspiration from the success of our previous projects. 
 
The project is leading by E-Consult Association Satu Mare in partnership with Institute of 
Ecological and Religious Studies from Ujhorod, Ukraine. 
The project is funded through the Interreg  VI-A NEXT Romania-Ukraine Programme 2021- 
2027. 
 
The financed amount is: 391.555,80 EUR from this the EU contribution is 352.400,22 EUR. 
 
Over the course of 18 months, the project's objective is the joint protection of bats across 
Ukrainian-Romanian cross-border areas, involving local communities. A comprehensive and 
continuous professional communication strategy will be implemented, resulting in three 
main outcomes: community involvement, a long-term sustainable protection plan, and 
widespread awareness through continuous campaigns. 
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The project will approach the ecological education about bats in the cross-border region of 
Romania and Ukraine, children's creative competition in Ukraine, involving local 
communities by imparting good practices of bat protection and installing professional bat-
boxes and owl sockets for local communities. Innovatively, the project introduces a mobile 
application to enhance bat conservation efforts, providing an interactive platform for 
information dissemination. Additionally, a tabletop game centered around bat conservation 
aims to make learning enjoyable for children. These technological and creative tools go 
beyond traditional methods, engaging a wider audience and ensuring a holistic approach to 
bat conservation. 
The interdisciplinary approach integrates ecological education with technological tools and 
gamification, making this project unique. It combines traditional conservation methods with 
modern technologies, ensuring a comprehensive and inclusive strategy for bat conservation. 
The active involvement of local communities in constructing bat boxes contributes to the 
long-term protection of bats, empowering communities to take direct action and ensuring a 
sustainable conservation approach. 
 
For more information contact: dr. Sike Tamás – econsult@ecoedu.ro, president of E-Consult 
Association 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Interreg VI-A NEXT Romania-Ukraine Programme 2021- 2027 is financed by the European Union and co-
financed by the participating countries in the Programme. 

This material was made with the financial support of the European Union. Its content is the sole responsibility 
of the project beneficiaries and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union or of the   

Interreg  VI-A NEXT Romania-Ukraine Programme 2021- 2027 management structures. 

 


